
  QUALIFICATION CRITERIA

in a traditional classroom.

•	 General	education	teachers	receive	gifted	
training	and	are	provided	with	ongoing	
support	from	the	Coordinator	of	Gifted	
Services.

•	 Teachers	provide	differentiated	instruction	
in	the	subjects	that	match	the	student’s	
area	of	identification.	

MIDDLE SCHOOL (Grades	6,	7	&	8)

•	 Classes	are	led	by	certified	gifted	teach-
ers	and/or	teachers	provided	with	profes-
sional	development	on	working	with	gifted	
students.

•	 Classrooms	are	composed	of	gifted	and	
high-ability	students	who	are	challenged	
through	differentiated	instruction,	criti-
cal	and	creative	thinking	lessons,	and/or	
project-based	learning.

•	 Students	may	be	eligible	to	follow	an	
advanced	path	for	math.	If	eligible,	the	
student	may	participate	in,	and	earn	credit	
for	high	school	level	math	class(es).

HIGH SCHOOL (Grades	9,	10,	11	&	12)

Students	identified	as	gifted	and	high	ability	
are	encouraged	to	take	Advanced	courses	and	
select	from	among	the	16	Advanced	Placement	
courses	offered.

IDENTIFICATION OF GIFTED STUDENTS

The	State	of	Ohio	defines	students	identified	as	
“gifted”	as	those	“who	perform	or	show	poten-
tial	for	performing	at	remarkably	high	levels	of	
accomplishment	when	compared	to	others	of	
their	age,	experience,	or	environment.” 
 
Superior Cognitive Identification     
A	child	shall	be	identified	as	exhibiting	 
“superior	cognitive	ability”	by	scoring	at	least	
two	standard	deviations	above	the	mean, 
minus	the	standard	error	of	measure,	on	an	 
intelligence	test	that	is	listed	on	the	Ohio	
Department	of	Education’s	list	of	approved				
assessments	given	in	the	last	24	months. 
 
Specific Academic Identification      
A	child	shall	be	identified	as	exhibiting	“specific	
academic	ability”	if	the	child	performs	at	or	
above	the	ninety-fifth	percentile	(95%)	on	a	 
nationally	normed	achievement	test	given	
within	the	last	24	months. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (Grades	3,	4	&	5) 
   Self-Contained Classrooms

•	 Classes	led	by	certified	gifted	teachers.

•	 Students	spend	their	day	in	a	classroom	
with	peers	identified	as	gifted.

•	 Teachers	use	District-approved	programs	
to	challenge	students	through	differenti-
ated	instruction,	critical	and	creative	think-
ing	lessons,	and/or	project-based	learning.	

•	 Students	are	formally	accelerated	one	
grade	level	in	math,	and	are	assessed	at	
that	higher	grade	level	on	spring	AIR	tests.	

   Cluster Grouping in Elementary Classrooms

• Students	identified	as	gifted	are	placed	in							
cluster	groups	with	other	gifted	students,		

 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (Grades	3,	4	&	5)

All	2nd	grade	students	in	the	District	are	given	
cognitive	and	achievement	tests	to	determine	their	
qualification	for	gifted	services.	Students	coming	
from	other	districts	or	with	additional	testing	are	
encouraged	to	share	test	scores	with	the	District. 

Self-Contained Classrooms 

Students	must	achieve	a	qualifying	cognitive	
score	and	place	in	the	90th	percentile	or	higher	
on	reading	and	math	achievement	tests	to	be	
placed	in	a	self-contained	classroom	for	gifted	
education. 

Cluster Groups in Elementary Classrooms 

To	receive	gifted	services	in	a	cluster	setting	
in	the	student’s	home	school,	a	student	must	
have	a	95th	percentile	or	higher	in	at	least	one	
subject	and/or	a	qualifying	cognitive	score.

MIDDLE SCHOOL (Grades	6,	7	&	8)

•	 All	5th	graders	are	given	cognitive	and	
achievement	tests	to	determine	their	qualifi-
cation	for	gifted	services	in	middle	school.

•	 Students	whose	achievement	in	a	specific	
subject	identifies	them	as	gifted	are	placed	in	
a	cluster	group	with	other	students	identified	
as	gifted	or	high-ability.

•	 Students	who	are	identified	as	superior	
cognitively	gifted	will	be	placed	in	at	least	one	
cluster	group	with	other	students	identified	as	
gifted	or	high-ability.

HIGH SCHOOL (Grades	9,	10,	11	&	12) 
 
Students	who	are	identified	as	gifted	through	
superior	cognitive	ability	and/or	achievement	in	
specific	academic	areas	are	engouraged	to	take	
Advanced	or	AP	courses	in	those	areas,	provided	
they	have	the	proper	prerequisites.

  LAKEWOOD CITY SCHOOLS GIFTED SERVICES



Often	parents	wonder	if	their	child	is	exhibiting	
signs	of	giftedness	or	simply	evidence	that	he	or	
she	is	very	bright.	Below	are	some	differences	to	
help	determine	bright	vs.	gifted:

Serving the
Gifted Learner   

“ The mind is just like a muscle -  
the more you exercise it, the      
stronger it gets and the more it      
can expand.”      - Idowu Koyenikan
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If you have questions about enrichment for your 
child, contact your teacher or: 
Carissa	Spitzer 
Teaching	&	Learning	Coordinator,	Gifted	Services 
216-529-4087
carissa.spitzer@lakewoodcityschools.org

www.lakewoodcityschools.org	 
(Go	to	Departments,	then	Gifted	Services)

BRIGHT GIFTED
Knows the answers Asks the questions

6-8 repetitions for 
mastery

1-2 repetitions for 
 mastery

Is interested Is highly curious

Answers questions Discusses in detail and 
elaborates

Listens with interest Shows strong feelings 
and opinions

Enjoys peers Prefers adults

Understands ideas Constructs abstractions

Grasps meaning Draws inferences

Finishes assignments Initiates projects

Copies accurately Creates new designs

Absorbs info Manipulates info

Is alert Is keenly observant

“The thing I like about the gifted program 

is that I am not bored in class. I feel more 

challenged. There are fun projects and we do 

something different everyday.“ 
- Charlie, 4th grade

“We have seen such a change in our child’s 

attitude and spirit since joining the 

GT program. Her love of school and   

   interest in learning has blossomed 

beyond our expectations..” 
                            - Amy Maurer, parent


